OSTRAVSKA INICIATIVA PRO PODPORU SVOBODY
A DODRZOVANI LIDSKYCH PRAV V iRANU

Islamska republika iran dlouhodobé potladuje lidska prava a svobody. Letos 13. zafi
represivni slozka Islamské republiky surové zbila dvaadvacetiletou studentku prav
Mahsu Amini, ktera po tfech dnech policejni vazby zemrela. Jedinym divodem
bezohledné agrese bylo tzv. nevhodné obleceni — podle pravidel stanovenych viadou
hidzab nepokryval Mahsiny vlasy dostate&né. iranska spoleénost reagovala
masovymi protesty a iransky rezim je tvrdé potlacuje: stovky lidi byly zabity, tisice
zatéeny, univerzity se dostaly do obkliéeni. Nasledné 227 poslancd iranského
parlamentu pozadalo soudy, aby byli vSichni zadrzeni u€astnici protestll odsouzeni k
smrti.

Jako &lenové akademické obce jsme skolegy a studenty ziranu v kontaktu. Vazime
si jich, soucitime s nimi a nedovedeme si pfedstavit, Ze bychom k nastalé situaci
miceli. Kdyz jsme byli pozadani skupinou kolegu a studentt s perskymi kofeny,
abychom pomohli Sifit povédomi o situaci v jejich vlasti, rozhodli jsme se je podpofit
prohlagenim na podporu lidskych prav viranu a dal$imi aktivitami, zvl. organizaci
prednasek a diskusi k aktualnimu déni viranu, kterému se nedostava dostateéné
pozornosti. V dopisu nize nechavame promluvit nae ptatele ziranu jejich viastnimi
slovy a podpisem prohlaseni stojime za nimi.

Respektujeme obavy autorl dopisu o jejich bezpeci a bezpeci jejich rodin, proto jeho
text uvadime bez odhaleni jejich identity.

Prosime vSechny své kolegy, aby zvazili obdobné aktivity na svych
domovskych univerzitach a institucich. Zadame vSechny ob¢any, jimz aktualni
déni neni Ihostejné, aby kprohlaseni pridali svlj podpis a text dale Sifili.

Prohlaseni Ize podepsat zde: https:/www.change.org/

Vazené &lenky, vazeni ¢lenové akademické komunity v Ceské republice,

lidé v iranu projevuiji od 16. zafi 2022 netinavné nesouhlas s oficialni i neoficialni
politikou Islamské republiky. Demonstrace ve Skolach, na univerzitach a v ulicich,
které nemaji v historii iranu obdoby, vyprovokovala vrazda 22leté divky v policejni
vazbé, do niz ji uvrhla mravnostni policie za to, Ze neméla dostate¢né zakryté vlasy.
Policejni sily, polovojenské jednotky a iranské revoluéni gardy fizené rezimem
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zautocily na predni irdnské univerzity (napfiklad Sharifovu technologickou univerzitu,
Teheranskou univerzitu, Univerzitu v Tabrizu ¢i Univerzitu v Isfahanu), jejich
studentské koleje a na dalsi instituce napti¢ iranem, obkligily je a zablokovaly
vychody. ZastraSuji vzdorujici studenty zatykanim, mucenim, znasilfiovanim a
vrazdami. Je tfeba fict, Ze navzdory témto odpornym skutkim pocet lidi, ktefi
vystupuji proti pokracujici nespravedinosti a bezostySnému porusovani lidskych prav,
stale roste.

Jako skupina mezinarodnich studentt a &lentl iranské komunity v Ceské republice
chceme byt hlasem utlagovanych; je to zvlasté dulezité v dobé&, kdy vlada viranu
ovlada internet a brani vSemi zpusoby Sifeni zprav o svych odsouzenihodnych
Cinech za hranice zemé.

Doufame, Ze timto dopisem oslovime akademickou komunitu i SirSi tenarskou obec,
roz$ifime povédomi o tom, co se viranu déje, a prospé&jeme tak tém, ktefi davaji pfi
prosazovani lidskych prav a svobod v iranu v sazku své tdy, své Zivoty i své blizké.
Je dulezité zddraznit, Ze iranci Zijici a studuijici v Ceské republice miluji svou zemi,
preji lidem viranu jen to nejlepsi a vzadném pripadé nijak nepodporuji rezim
Islamské republiky vjeho pohrdani svobodou, demokracii a zakladnimi lidskymi pravy
jejich rodin, pratel a véech, s nimiz sdili spole€nou narodni identitu.

Potfebujeme nyni Vasi pomoc a pomoc Vasich kolegyn a kolegl. Véfime, ze
zvefejiiovani skuteénosti o kazdodennim zapasu irancti doma v jejich zemi i mimo ni,
uznani vidci role Zzen vtomto hnuti a poskytovani moralni podpory nasi malé zemi
patfi kpo&inam, které mohou pomoci.

Jednim zkonkrétnich kroku, jak mUzete pomoci nas$i vefejné zadosti o podporu, je
podpis tohoto dopisu. Chtéli bychom Vas, rektory, dékany, profesory, ucitele, védce a
vSechny ¢leny akademické komunity, pozadat, abyste se knam laskaveé pfipoijili jako
signatéfi a Sifili naSe sdéleni vSemi prostfedky dostupnymi Vam a Vasim univerzitam.
Vtéchto tézkych ¢asech si cenime i jakékoli jiné formy podpory.

S Uctou a vdécénosti,

iranci zijici ve svobodném svété.

#MahsaAmini #0OPlran
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OSTRAVA INITIATIVE FOR THE SUPPORT OF FREEDOM
AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAN

The Islamic Republic of Iran has been violating human rights and freedoms for many
years. On 13 September of this year, the repressive authorities of the Islamic
Republic brutally beat a 22-year-old law student, Mahsa Amini, who died after three
days in police custody. The only reason for this appalling aggression was her so-
called unsuitable clothing; under the rules stipulated by the government, Mahsa’s hair
was not sufficiently covered by her hijab. Iranian society responded with mass
protests, and the Iranian regime is brutally suppressing these demonstrations:
hundreds of people have been killed, thousands arrested, and universities have
come under siege. 227 Iranian parliamentary deputies subsequently called on the
courts to impose death sentences on all those detained for participating in the
demonstrations.

As members of the academic community, we are in contact with our colleagues and
students from Iran. We respect them, we sympathize with them, and it is unthinkable
for us to remain silent in such circumstances. When a group of colleagues and
students of Iranian origin asked us to help spread awareness about the situation in
the country of their birth, we decided to support them by issuing a declaration of our
support for human rights in Iran as well as through other activities — particularly by
organizing lectures and discussions focusing on the current situation in Iran, which is
not receiving sufficient public attention. In the letter below, our Iranian friends have
spoken in their own words, and by signing their declaration we are expressing our
support for those words.

We respect the authors’ fears for their safety and that of their families, so we are
publishing their text without revealing their identities.

We would like to invite all our colleagues to consider engaging in similar
activities at their own universities and institutions. We call on all citizens who
are not indifferent to the current situation to add their own signature to the
declaration and pass it on.

You can sign the declaration here: https://www.change.org/
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Dear members of the academic community in the Czech Republic,

Since September 16, 2022, the people of Iran have been tirelessly showing their
dissent towards the official and unofficial policies of the Islamic Republic. These
unprecedented demonstrations that are happening in schools, universities, and on
the streets were triggered by the murder of a 22-year-old girl in “Morality Police”
custody after being arrested for not covering her hair properly. During this period,
paramilitary, police forces and Islamic Republic Guard Corps (IRGC) operated by the
regime besieged, raided, and blocked the exits of major universities such as the
Sharif University of Technology, Tehran University, the University of Tabriz, the
University of Isfahan, and numerous other higher education institutions (and even
dormitories) all over Iran.

All in an attempt to make an example of the defiant students by means of arresting,
torturing, raping, and murdering. Suffice it to say this abhorrent venture has only led
to more and more people standing against the ongoing injustice and blatant
disregard for human rights. As a group of international university students and
members of the Iranian community in the Czech Republic, we take it upon ourselves
to be the voice of the suppressed. Especially at a time when the internet in Iran is
controlled by a government that does not want the news of these heinous acts heard
by the global community and continuously disrupts the flow of information.

By this letter, we hope to spread awareness to as wide an audience as possible and
particularly involve the academic community in order to help tip the scales in favour
of the people who are risking their lives, limbs, and loved ones in this campaign for
human rights and freedom.

It is crucial to emphasize that the Iranians living and studying in the Czech Republic
love their country, wish the best for the people in Iran, and by no means support the
Islamic Republic regime in their disdain for freedom, democracy, and fundamental
human rights of their families, friends, and others who share the same national
identity. But we need your and your colleagues’ help in this matter. Publishing facts
on the daily struggle people inside and outside Iran face, recognizing the importance
of women spearheading this movement, and providing moral support for our small
community are some of the actions we believe can be helpful.

As one of the particular steps helping us in our public call for support, we would like
to kindly ask you, rectors, deans, professors, teachers, scientists, and all members of
academia to sign this letter as signatories and broadcast our message via all means
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of communication at disposal to you and to your universities. Other forms of support
are also highly appreciated in these trying times.

With deepest respect and gratitude,
people of Iran living in a free world.

P.S. For more information and news, you can search these hashtags: #MahsaAmini
#0OPIran
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